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4. As of March 25, 1998, OFAC had issued
nine specific licenses pursuant to Executive
Order 12978. These licenses were issued in
accordance with established Treasury policy
authorizing the completion of presanctions
transactions and the provision of legal serv-
ices to and payment of fees for representa-
tion of SDNTs in proceedings within the
United States arising from the imposition of
sanctions.

5. The narcotics trafficking sanctions have
had a significant impact on the Cali drug car-
tel. Of the 133 business entities designated
as SDNTs as of February 20, 1998, 41, or
nearly a third, having a combined net worth
estimated at more than $45 million and a
combined income of more than $200 million,
had been determined to have gone into liq-
uidation. As a result of OFAC designations,
3 Colombian banks have closed about 300
SDNT accounts of nearly 100 designated in-
dividuals. One of the largest SDNT commer-
cial entities, a discount drugstore with an an-
nual income exceeding $136 million, has
been reduced to operating on a cash basis.
These specific results augment the less quan-
tifiable but significant impact of denying the
designated individuals and entities of the car-
tel access to U.S. financial and commercial
facilities.

Various enforcement actions carried over
from prior reporting periods are continuing
and new reports of violations are being ag-
gressively pursued. Two criminal investiga-
tions are ongoing. Since my last report,
OFAC has collected its first civil monetary
penalty for violations of IEEPA and the Reg-
ulations under the program. OFAC collected
$2,625 from a commercial agent for ocean-
going oil tankers for violative funds transfers.

6. The expenses incurred by the Federal
Government in the 6-month period from Oc-
tober 21, 1997, through April 20, 1998, that
are directly attributable to the exercise of
powers and authorities conferred by the dec-
laration of the national emergency with re-
spect to Significant Narcotics Traffickers are
estimated at approximately $620,000. Per-
sonnel costs were largely centered in the De-
partment of the Treasury (particularly in the
Office of Foreign Assets Control, the U.S.
Customs Service, and the Office of the Gen-
eral Counsel), the Department of Justice,

and the Department of State. These data do
not reflect certain costs of operations by the
intelligence and law enforcement commu-
nities.

7. Executive Order 12978 provides my Ad-
ministration with a tool for combatting the
actions of significant foreign narcotics traf-
fickers centered in Colombia and the unpar-
alleled violence, corruption, and harm that
they cause in the United States and abroad.
The Order is designed to deny these traffick-
ers the benefit of any assets subject to the
jurisdiction of the United States and to pre-
vent United States persons from engaging in
any commercial dealings with them, their
front companies, and their agents. Executive
Order 12978 demonstrates the United States
commitment to end the damage that such
traffickers wreak upon society in the United
States and abroad.

The magnitude and the dimension of the
problem in Colombia—perhaps the most piv-
otal country of all in terms of the world’s
cocaine trade—are extremely grave. I shall
continue to exercise the powers at my dis-
posal to apply economic sanctions against sig-
nificant foreign narcotics traffickers and their
violent and corrupting activities as long as
these measures are appropriate, and will con-
tinue to report periodically to the Congress
on significant developments pursuant to 50
U.S.C. 1703(c).

William J. Clinton

The White House,
April 24, 1998.

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on April 27.

Remarks at a Reception Celebrating
the 50th Anniversary of Israel
April 27, 1998

Thank you very much. Mr. President, Rec-
tor, all the officials of Hebrew University;
Mr. Vice President, members of the Cabinet,
the administration, Members of the Con-
gress. I’d like to especially thank Dr. Dunn,
Dr. Nyang, Dr. Schorsch, and Richard
Dreyfuss and Linda Lavin for their wonder-
ful contributions to this day. To Ambassador
and Mrs. Ben-Elissar, thank you for being
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here. To all of our former Ambassadors to
the United States and other distinguished
guests from Israel, and my fellow Americans.

I’d also like to ask that we give a special
word of appreciation to the people who pro-
vided all that wonderful music which got us
in the right frame of mind, Esta band. [Ap-
plause] Thank you very much. If you could
hang around here for a month or two, I think
we might get some things done; you’d keep
us all in a very positive frame of mind.

I am very honored to receive this degree
from Hebrew University of Jerusalem, hon-
ored because its founders include Chaim
Weizmann, Martin Buber, Sigmund Freud,
and Albert Einstein; honored because it is
now one of the world’s leading centers of
learning and research.

I must say, I never expected to be doing
this here. Many American universities have
satellite campuses where working people like
me can obtain degrees at locations near their
homes and offices. [Laughter] This is more
than I ever could have anticipated. [Laugh-
ter]

President Magidor, thank you for bringing
this ceremony here so that those of us who
cannot go to Israel in a couple of days may
share in the celebration of this magnificent
50th birthday.

I accept this honor today on behalf of my
predecessors, beginning with Harry Truman,
nine American Presidents all devoted to
Israel’s security and freedom, all committed
to peace in the Middle East. I accept it on
behalf of the American people who have
formed not just an alliance but a profound
friendship with the people of Israel over
these last 50 years.

Today we celebrate that extraordinary 50
years. In 1948 Israel arose from the seeds
of the Diaspora and the ashes of the Holo-
caust. The children of Abraham and Sarah,
survivors of 2,000 years of exile and persecu-
tion, were home at last and free at last. For
its founders, the Israeli State was, however,
about even more than securing a haven for
the Jewish people after centuries of suffering
and wandering. Isaiah prophesied that Israel
would become ‘‘a light unto the nations,’’ and
David Ben-Gurion and his allies set out to
make that prophecy come true by establish-
ing a society of light, embracing what Ben-

Gurion called the higher virtues of truth, jus-
tice, and compassion.

Ben-Gurion believed Israel could lead the
world to a better future by marrying the ethi-
cal teachings of the ancients with the discov-
eries of modern science. ‘‘It is only by the
integration of the two,’’ he wrote, ‘‘that the
blessings of both can flourish.’’ Of course,
he also envisioned a third great achievement
for Israel that, with strength and wisdom and
skill, Israel would build a lasting peace with
its Arab neighbors.

As we have heard today, relations between
our two nations were born of another leader’s
courage and vision. Harry Truman brushed
aside the urgings of his advisers, as he often
did, when they said go slow, wait and see,
before offering Israel recognition. For him,
supporting a Jewish homeland was a moral
imperative rooted in his understanding of the
suffering and dreams of the Jews from Bib-
lical times. And as we learned from Richard’s
wonderful reading, it occurred just 11 min-
utes after Israel proclaimed independence.
We, in becoming the first country to recog-
nize Israel, had one of our proudest mo-
ments. Not only that, 50 years later, old
Harry Truman looks pretty smart. [Laughter]

Look what Israel has done. Under a bril-
liant blue sky, the Israelis have built pros-
perous farms and kibbutzes, planted forests,
turned streets of sand into shining boule-
vards, raised families, and welcomed the ar-
rival of brothers and sisters from Europe and
North Africa, from Russia and Ethiopia and
America. Israelis have dazzled the world with
achievements in science and scholarship, in
literature and the art. They have built a thriv-
ing democracy.

And despite the passage of 50 years,
Israelis seem to love and practice their free-
dom as if they had only just gained it. They
never seem to cease challenging themselves
about their history, their relationship with
their neighbors, the hard choices for the fu-
ture. If anyone ever wonders whether there
is a place in the world where you can have
freedom and honest, vigorous, 24-hour-a-
day, 7-day-a-week, 365-day-a-year argument,
go to Israel. [Laughter]

It is truly one of the most pulsating, vibrant
places on Earth, alive with thousands of
sounds, prayers in dozens of languages in the

VerDate 04-MAY-98 07:57 May 06, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P18AP4.028 p18ap4



722 Apr. 27 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998

Old City, young people gathered on the ave-
nues of Tel Aviv, computer keyboards tap-
ping, new ventures launched on the Internet,
school children now conversing in Hebrew,
once the language only of sacred text now
the voice of an Israeli renaissance. And the
economy has been propelled by all this en-
ergy and activity into being one of the most
advanced and diversified in the world, per
capita income now matching nations in Eu-
rope; exports last year were $32 billion dol-
lars, 1,000 times their level in 1948. Hi-tech
companies, hi-tech people, you go to Israel;
it looks as if you can’t be a citizen of Israel
unless you have a cell phone glued to your
hand. [Laughter]

Yes, Israelis have gone a very long way to-
ward fulfilling the first two pieces of Ben-
Gurion’s vision. Surely they have built an eth-
ical, democratic society, and a modern
science and technology-based economy. It
has endured against great odds by prevailing
again and again in battle. The valor of citizen
soldiers and military and political leaders like
Golda Meir, Moshe Dayan, Yonni
Netanyahu.

But in the battle for the third piece of Ben-
Gurion’s vision, a just, secure, and lasting
peace, is still being waged and still in blood
and tears. Camp David brought peace be-
tween Israel and Egypt, but it cost Anwar
Sadat his life. Here on this very spot, on a
brilliant day in September of 1993, Yitzhak
Rabin committed himself not only to an
agreement with Mr. Arafat but to a com-
prehensive peace in the Middle East. How
bravely he pursued it. But it cost him his
life.

Jews and Arabs who have wanted nothing
more than to live quiet, normal lives are still
denied that simple pleasure. Still, as the new
century dawns, the world is filled with the
promise and hope that we can overcome an-
cient hatreds to build a modern peace for
our children.

From Guatemala to Mozambique to Bos-
nia, and now even to the land of my ancestors
in Ireland, longtime antagonists have left the
battleground to find common ground. They
are weary of war. They long for peace for
their children. They move beyond hatred to
hope.

This is a time of reconciliation around the
world. It must be a time to deepen freedom
and raise up life in the Middle East. The
21st century can and must be a century of
democracy, prosperity, and justice and, of
course, of peace. But it can be only if we
learn not only to respect but to honor our
differences. The Middle East can build on
the momentous achievements of its Nobel
Prize winners, Begin and Sadat, Arafat,
Peres, and Rabin, so that all its children may
grow up without fear.

In a land holy to three great religions, sa-
cred sites for Islam, Judaism, and Christianity
exist side by side. If there is so much history
there, the children of all that history should
be able to live together.

Again and again, extremists have sought to
derail peace with bullets and bombs. Again
and again, they demonstrate the real divi-
sions today are not between Jews and Arabs
but between those stuck in the past and those
who long for a better future, between those
paralyzed by hatred and those energized by
hope, those who stand with clenched fists
and those who reach out with open hands.
We cannot let the extremists prevail. Israel
can fulfill its full promise by drawing on the
courage and vision of its founders to achieve
peace with security. Never has the oppor-
tunity been more real, and it must not be
lost.

You know, I was sitting here on the stage
today listening to everything that was said
and thinking of all the great gifts that Israel
has given the United States. In 1963, 35 years
ago this year, when Israel was still a young
nation and President Kennedy was killed,
your then-United Nations Ambassador, Mr.
Eban, gave an enormous gift to the American
people in all of our pain by putting in one
short, terse sentence how we all felt when
he said, ‘‘Tragedy is the difference between
what is and what might have been.’’ As we
look ahead to tomorrow, let us define tri-
umph by turning his formula on its head. Tri-
umph is when there is no difference between
what might have been and what is.

Let us in the United States say that we
will stand by Israel, always foursquare for its
security, always together in friendship, but
we want this debate to continue until there
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is no difference between what might have
been and what is.

We look at Hebrew University and see all
three pieces of David Ben-Gurion’s dream
coming to life. We see biologists developing
techniques to locate a single cancer cell
among millions of healthy ones; we see the
moral commitment to keeping people’s
health among the scientists there; we see He-
brew University researchers undertaking ef-
forts in cooperation with Palestinian re-
searchers in East Jerusalem. One of the par-
ticipants in the project said, ‘‘It’s science and
peace together.’’ We know that much more
is possible. We must understand that much
more is essential.

Fifty years from now the 21st century will
near its midpoint and Israel will have a 100th
birthday celebration. Sure as the world, our
grandchildren will be hanging around here
on this lawn. What do you think they’ll be
able to say? And what will they be celebrat-
ing? It is my dream that on that 100th anni-
versary, people from every country in the
Middle East will gather in the Holy Land,
and all the land will be holy to all of them.

As a Christian, I do not know how God,
if He were to come to Earth, would divide
the land over which there is dispute now.
I suspect neither does anyone else in this au-
dience. But I know that if we all pray for
the wisdom to do God’s will, chances are we
will find a way to close the gap in the next
couple of years between what might be and
what is. I think that is what we owe the
founders of Israel, to finish Ben-Gurion’s
dream.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:58 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Menachem Magidor, president, and
Menahem Ben-Sasson, rector, The Hebrew Uni-
versity of Jerusalem; Rev. James M. Dunn, execu-
tive director, Baptist Joint Committee on Public
Affairs; Sulayman S. Nyang, president, Interfaith
Conference of Washington, DC; Ismar Schorsch,
chancellor, Jewish Theological Seminary; actors
Richard Dreyfuss and Linda Lavin; Israeli Ambas-
sador to the U.S. Eliahu Ben-Elissar and his wife,
Nitza; and Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Palestin-
ian Authority.

Remarks on Receiving the Surgeon
General’s Report on Tobacco Use
Among Minority Groups
April 27, 1998

Thank you very much, Dr. Satcher, for the
exceptional report. I thank all those who
worked on it. Mr. Vice President, Secretary
Shalala, thank you for your long and constant
fidelity to this cause. Thank you, Senator
Frist, for being here, for demonstrating that
it is a medical, not a political issue, and an
American, not a partisan issue. You gave us
a ‘‘two-fer’’ today, and we thank you for that.
You were great. [Applause] Thank you.

I also thank Senator Hatch and Senator
Chafee for being here, all the Members of
the House of Representatives. I thank the
leaders of the Native American tribes who
are here. I especially thank the attorneys gen-
eral who are here. They had a lot to do with
beginning this long struggle to free our chil-
dren from tobacco, and they deserve a lot
of the credit for the efforts that are now going
on. And I’d like to thank the young people
who are standing behind me and those whom
they represent, all across America, in the
Campaign for Tobacco-Free Youth. They
represent the future we are trying to pre-
serve.

This report gives us fresh evidence that
those of us in this society who are adults,
and especially those of us who are parents,
are not doing our jobs very well. Any of us
who have ever been parents know that our
most profound and instinctive urge is to pro-
tect our children from danger so that they
can grow up healthy, safe, and secure.

Just today I was talking before I came in
here with a Member of the House who was
at our previous event, and he was talking
about a young staff member of his who was
dealing with a serious health problem. And
he choked up; he couldn’t even finish the
conversation. And he’s a good person with
a good heart, but that reflects the natural
human response we have to protect our own
children, and all those who are of the young-
er generation from whatever dangers we can,
in the hope that they will have the oppor-
tunity to live full, good lives.

Well, we’ve done a good job over the years
of strapping our kids into seatbelts in cars,
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